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the Cabinet, but he was also a director in the Batya enterprises.
I wanted information from him about Zlin, the centre of the
Batya enterprises. For some reason he seemed suspicious of my
intentions, for he asked if I could let him have a copy of one of
my books, so that he could tell what kind of a writer I was. I
told him it wasn't customary for writers to offer copies of their
books to the people they were interviewing. He changed his
attitude and in the course of our long conversation he showed
himself to be a man of simple habits, but with an extraordinary
grasp of earthy realities, a practical man with a sharp eye for
business, and also for the man at the shoeworker's bench. He was
no dreamer or crusader, no Don Quixote; he was free of all
Dostoievskian or Tolstoyan tveltschmertz: a Slav with a keen feel-
ing for the concrete things of life. I should never have suspected
him capable of emotional upheavals. Yet here he was, addressing
his people in the hour of their national calamity with noble and
dignified pathos:

" Dear Citizens and Citizenesses! Throughout our history, our
people have been struck by many wants and catastrophes. Terrible
storms have often swept over our land, and laid it waste and
starved to death hundreds of thousands of our people. Often it
appeared that our people were rooted out and annihilated. Our
history is written in blood, and one reads it with a sunken heart
and with tears. Yet our people rose to their feet again and re-
cuperated; and after years of want came a period of restoration;
and the peasant and the artisan once more went back to their
peaceful pursuits; and Art and Science again blossomed, and our
people produced cultural fruits which proved the glory of future
generations. In time of catastrophe the memories of its past were
a source of strength to our people, and enabled it to survive the
most difficult period of slavery.

"You've heard the official report of the descent of the great
powers on our Government. You have heard that our allies and
friends, in a method and manner unparalleled in history, have
dictated to us as to a vanquished nation. But we aren't vanquished.
If our Government, together with the President, finally felt com-
pelled to decide on the acceptance of the hard terms presented to
us, it did so out of a wish to save our people from futile sacrifice